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’ CITY OF HARRISBLRG - OPTIONAL CHARTER

3-1-70.06_338

doproved November 4, 1969 - Effective January T,

ARTICLE IIL

GENERAL POWERS
AND LIMITATIONS

A. Powers

Section 301, Upon the adoptioa
by the qualified voters of sny city
of any 0‘1 the optional plans ol gov-
ernment set forth in this act, the
city shall thereafter be governed by
the plan adopted sud %y the pro-
visions of this act common to
tional plans sod by all applicak
provisiozs of gen law, subject Lo
the transitional provisions of .lrbdc
V1. of this act, unless and until the
city should adopt anothber form of
overnment as provided by law.

ke plan adopted and the provisions
of this act common to oplioml plans
shall become the organic law of the
city at the time Bxed by this act.
So far asthey are consistent with the
grant of powers and the limitations,
restrictions aod tions herein-
after prescribed, y shall super-

e any existing charter, and
acts and parts of ncts, local, special
ot general, affecting the orgsniza-
tion, government and powers of
such city to the extent tbat they are
incopsistent or in conflict therein.
All existing acts or parts of acts and
ordinances affecting the organizs-
tion, government snd powers of the
city not inconsistent or in conflict
with the orgsnic law so adopted
shall remain in full force uati
]modiﬁed or repealed zs provided by
aw.

Sectdon 302, The city clerk of
the city sball forthwith cause the
pew charter ss approved by the

ualified electars Lo be recorded in
the ordinance book of the city. He
shall also file a certified copy thereol
in the office of the Secrctary of the
Commonwealth,

Section 303, Eachcity governed
by sn optional form of government

pursuant to this act sball, lubjéct
1o the provisions of and limitations
prescribed by this-sct, have full
power to:

(1) Organize and regulate its in-
ternal affairs, and to establish, alter,
and abolish offices, positions snd
employments and to define the func-
tions, powers and duties thereof and
fix their term, tenure and cowpensa-
tion;

(2) Adopt and enforce local police
ordinances of all kinds and impose

nalties of fine not cxceeding tg:ee
mndnd dollars (8300), or i prison-
ment for any term not exceeding
ninety days, or both, for the viola~
tion thereof; to construct, acquite,
operatc or maintain any and sll pub-
lic improvements, projects or en-
terprises’ for any public purpose,
subject to referendum requirements
otherwise imposed by law, and to
exercise 8ll powers o{locﬂ govern=
ment in such manner as its govern-
ing body may determine;

(3) Sue sod be sued, to have a
corporate gesl, to contract and be
contracted with, to buy, sell, lease,
bold and dispose o! real and perso
property, to appropriste and expend
moveys, snd to adopt, amend and
re; such ordinances and resolu-
tions as may be .required for the
good goveroment thereof;

(4) Exercise powers of condemna-
tion, borrowing and tsxation in the
manuer provided by - general law
applicable to cities of the third clasa,

Section 304. The gencral grant
of municipal power contained in
this article i1 intended to confer the
greatest power of local sell-govern-
ment consistent with the Constitu-
tion of this State. Any specific
enumeration of municipal powers
contained in this act or io sny other
Jaw shall not be construed in any
way to limit the general description
of power contsined in this article,
nucronny such specifically enumer-
ated municipal powers shall ba con-
strucd as in additiou and supple-
wentary to the powers conferred in
geners) terms by this srticle. All
graots of municipal power to cities
governed by sb optional plan under



this act, whether in ths form of
specific enumeration or gepersi
terms, shall be liberally construed
in favor of the city.

B. Limitations

Section 305. The charter of sny
city adopted in accordance wit
this act shall not give any power or
authority to diminish any rights or
privileges of any present city em-
ploye 10 his pension or retirement
system.- Terms of office of a mayor,
treasurer, cootroller or members of
council elected to or bolding office
prior to adoption of a charter aball
not be terminated prior to the time
for which elected. No city sball
exercise gny powers or authority
beyond the city limits except such
as are conferred by an act of the
General Assembly, and no city shall
engage in any proprietary or private
business except es authorized by the
General Assembly, Notwithstand-
ing the grant of powers contained
in this sct, no aty shall exercise
powers contrary to or in limitation
or enlargement of powers granted to
the city by.acts of the Genenal
Agsembly which are:

(1) Applicsble to a class or classes
of citics on the following subjects:

(i) Providing for the filing and
collection of municipal and tax
clsims or liens and for the sale of
real or personal property in satis-
faction thereol.

(11} Providing for the exercise of

1

(iif) Providing for the assessment
of damages and benefils for property
taken, injured or destroyed.

(iv) Providing metbods for the
incurring or increasing of indebted-
nesa.

(v) Providing for the annexation
or exclusion or detachment of tern-
tory.

(vi) Regulating public schools.

(vii}) Providing for the personal
registration of electors.

(viii) Limiting rates and fixing
subjects of taxation

(ix) Providing for the assessment
of real or personal property and per-
sons for taxation purposes, except
that any city adopting one of the
optional charter plans provided
under this act which has not elected
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to become subject to the grovisionl
ol the act of May 21, 1943 (P.L.
571), known as “The Fourth to
Eighth Class County Assessment
Law,” may, by ordinance, provide
for the hearing of sppeals from as-
sessments made by the city sssessor
aud the revision thereo! by an sd-
winistralive agency ratber than by
council: Proviged, That in so doing
such city shall adhere to the require-
ments of genersl law regarding
potice to taxables and the right of &
person to appeal.

(z) Relating to civil service.

(xi) Relating to public health.

(2) Applicable in every part of
the Commounweal

(3) Applicable to sl the citiea of
the Commonwe:

ARTICLE IV.

MAYOR-COUNCIL
PLAN A

A. Form of Government

Section 401. The form of gov-
ernment provided in this article
shall be koown ss the “msayor-
council plan A" and shall, together
with Articles III. and VL., govern
any city, the voters ol which
have adopted it pursuant to this act.

Section 402. Each city bere-
under shall be governed by sn
elected council, sn elected mayor,
an elected tressurer sod an clected

gex‘\egil Ltgf:‘:’mgg oftidd

B. Elected Officials

Section 403, The mayor, the
tressurer and the controller ahall be
elected by the voters of the city at
a reguler municipal election, and
shall serve for & term of four years
beginning on the 6rst Monday of
January next following his election.

Section 404. The council shall
consist of five members, unless
pursuapt to the suthority granted
under section 213 of this act, the
city shall be governed by & council
of seven or nine rmembers. Mem-
bers of the council shall be elected
at large by tbe voters of the city st
a regular municipal election and
shall serve for & term of four years,
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except ss hercinalter provided fot
those first clected beginning on tbe
Erat Monduy of January pext lal-
lowing their tlection.

Scction 405. At the frat munie-
ipal election following the ado tion
by a city of this plan, councilmen
shall be elected and shall serve for
the terms as provided io section
622 of this sct.

Section 406. (a) Il a vacancy
exists in the city councdil, the dty
coundil shall, by s wsjority of its
remaining members, Al such vs-
cancy, withih thirty days thereafter,
by electing ‘s qualified person to
serve unti? that Hrst Monday of
Jsouary when his successor who
shall bave been elected by the guali-
Ged electors at the nest mupicipal
election, occurring at least thirty
d:;jn after such vacancy exists, is
duly sworn into office for the re-
mainder of the term of the person
originally elected to said office.

In case vacancics should exist
whereby the offices of a majority or
more members of the city council
become vacant, the remaining mem-
bers ahall fill such vacancies, one at
s time, giviog each new appointee
such reasonable motice of bis ap-
pointment s will ensble him to
meet and sct with the then qualified
member or members of the dty
council in making further appoint-
ments until a bare majority of mem-
bers of city council bave been quali-
fied, whercupon the said members
shall fill the remaining vacancies at
a meeling attended by the smid
majority members of city coundl,
such appointees to receive a major-
ity of the votes of the memben
present at any such meeting. The
person or persons selected to il
such vacsncy or vacancies shall bold
their offices as berein provided.

I, by reasbn of & tie vote, or
otherwise, such vacancy shsll not
bave been filled by the remaining
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court of common pleas shall appoint
s city council, of persons properly
qualificd, who sball serve as berein
provided.

(b) I & voeancy occurs io the
office of mayor, city treasurer or cit
controller, the city council shall ﬁﬁ
such vacapcy, within thirly days
tbercalter, by choosing a mnﬁ'or, s
city tressurer or a city controlier, ss
the case may be, to serve until his
successor iy elected by the qualified
electors st the pext municipsl] elec-
tiom, occurring at least two undred
days after such vacancy occurs, and-
is duly sworn into ofice. The per-
son so elected shall serve from the
frst Monday of Japuary next suc-
ceeding bis election for the rémain-
der of the term of the person origin-
ally elected to such office.

1f, by reason of a tie vote or other-
wise, 8 vacancy in the office of
mayor, treasurer or controller shall
not bave been flled by council
withip the time as limited berein,
the court of common pleas, upon
petition of tep or more qualified
electors, shall 61l such vacancy by
the sppointwent of a ualified per-
son for the portion of the unexpired
term as herein provided.

C. Cound

Section 407. The legislative
power of the city shall be exercised
by the city council, except 28 may
Ib: otherwise provided by general

w.

Section 408. On the first Mon-
day of January following the regular
municipal election, the members of
council shall assemble at the usual
place of meeting and organize and
elect a president of the council from
among its members, who shall pre-
side st ils meetings and perform
such otber duties as council may
prescribe. In ibe absence of the
president, the council shall elect a
temporary presiding officer.
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£l such vacancy by the appoint-
ment of s qualified person, for the
portion of the unexpired term as
above provided.

If, al sny time, vacancies should
occur or cxist in the membership
of ull members of city council, the

by this charter or otherwise by
geueral law, may require sny city
officer, in its discretion, to prepare
and submit sworn statements re-
garding his official duties in the per-
formance thercof, und may otE:h-
wise investigate the conduct of any




department office or agency of the
city government,

Section 410. (s) The council
shall appoint a city clerk, who shall
serve 85 clerk of the council, keep
its mioutes and records of its pro-
ceedings, maintsin and compile its
ordinances and resolutions as this
act requires;, and perform such
functions as may be required by
law. The city clerk shall, prior to
his appointment, bave been quali-
Bed by training or experience to
perform the duties of the office.

(b) The council may provide for
the manuer ol appointment of a cty
solicitor, sny planning board, zon-
ing board of adjustment or person-
nel board in the city, and may
create commissions and other bodies
with sdvisory powers.

D, Mayor and Administration

Section 411. The executive pow-
cr of the city shall be exercised by

the mayaor.

Section 412, The mayor shall en-
force the charter and ordinances of
the city and all general laws appli-
cable thereto, ¢ shall, ann Vs
report to the council and the public
on the work of the previous year
and on the condition and require-
ments of the city government and
shall, from time to time, wske such
recommendstions {or action by the
council as he may deem in the public
interest. He shall supervise all of
the departments of the city govera-
ment, and sball require each depart-
ment to make an annusl and such
other reports of its work as he may
deem desirable.
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alter the third day [ollowing its re-
turn by the mayor, shall by a vote
of two-thirds of the members re-
solve to override the mayor’s veto.

(b) The mayor may attend meet-
ings of council and may take part
in discussions of couacil but shall
have no vote except in the case of &
tie on the question of flling &
vacancy in the couocl, in which case
he may cast the deciding vots.

(c) Al bonds, notes, contracts
and writtea obligations of the city
sball be executed oa its behalf by
the mayor and the controller.

Section 414. The mayor ahsil
designate eny department head, or
the city clerk, to act as mayor when-
ever the mayor shall be prevented,
by absence from tbe city, disability
or other couse, from attending to
the duties of his ofice. During auch
time the person so designated by
the mayor shall possess all the
rights, powers, sod duties of mayor.,
Whenever Lthe mayor shall have been
unable to.attend to the dutien of his
office for a period of sixty consecu-
tive days for any of the above stated
reasons, o5 member of council shall
be appointed by the council as act-
ing mayor, who shall succeed to all
the rights, gowers and duties of the
mayor or the then acting mayor.

Section 415. (a) The city trea-
surer shall perform such functions
and duties and have such powers
relating to the colleetion, receiving,
safe keeping and payment aver of
public moneys incleding cigy, coun-
ty, institution district sand school
c(‘i,atrict taxes as provided by general
law and shall bave such ot{er func-
tions, powers and duties as may be
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ordinance, either approve the ondi-
nance by =affixing his signature
thereto, or return it to the council
by delivering it to the city clerk
together with a statement setting
forth his objections thereto or to
any item or part thereol. No or
dinapce or any ilem or part thereof
ahall take effect without the mayor's
approval, unless the mayor fails te
return an ordinance to the council
within teo days after it has been
presented to bim, or unless council
upon recopsideration thereol, on or

exceeding s total of nine, as council
may establish by ordinance. All of
the administrative functions, powers
and duties of the cty, other than
those vested ia the office of the city
clerk, city tressurer and city con-
troller, shall be allocsted and as-
siguned among and within such de-
partments.

(c¢) Each department shall be
beaded by s directar who shall be
appointed by the mayor with the
advice and econsent of the council
Each departmest head shall serve



during the term of office of the
mayor appoinling bhim, and uwmiil
the appointment and qualifcatisa
of bis successor. No member of city
council shall head a departmeant.
{d) The mayor may, in his discse-
tion, remove any department head
afler notice and an opportunity te
be heard. Prior to removing 3 de
partment head, the mayor shall fest
fle writtca nolice of bis intenbiom
with the council, and such removal
shall become effective on the twes-
tieth day ofter the Hling ol sech

votice.

{e) Subject to the provisions ef
Article XLIV. of the sct of June I3,
1931 (P.L. 932), koown as the
“Third Class City Code” and the
provisions of the act of May 31,
1933 (P.L. 1108), entitled “An act
providing for the sppointment, pre-
wotion, reduction, removal and re-
instatement of paid officers, fue-
men and employes of fire depast-
ments and of fire alarin operstors
and fire box inspectors in the be-
reaus of electricily in cities of the
second and tbird class; defining the
powers and -duties of civil serviee
commissions for such purposes; azd
firing penalties”, department hesds
shall appoint subordinate officers
and employes within their respee-
tive deparimients and may, with
approval of the mayor, remove sech
officers and employes.

Section 416. Where a depart-
ment of sdministration -is estab-
lished, it shall be headed by s di-
rector who shall be known and
designsted as business sdministes-
tor. He shall be chosen solely en
the basis of his executive spd ad-
ministrative qualifications with spe-
ciel reference to his actual experni-
ence in, or his knowledge ol, sec-
cepted practice in respect to the
dulies of his office as bereinafier set

th. At the time of bis appamt-
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(2) Administer a centralized pur-
chasing system; and

(3) Perform such othor duties as
council may prescribe.

E. Budget and Contral

Section 417, The city budget
shall be prepared by the mayor with
the assistance of the busipess ad-
ministrator or other officer desig-
nated by the mayor. Except for the
budget for tbe first - budget year
slter adoption of the Mayor-Coun-
cil Plan A, the mayor shsll, not Iater
than the mooth of November, re-
quire all department heads to sub-
mit requests {or appropriations for
the emsuing budget yesr, and to
appesr belore the mayor or the busi-
pess sdministrator or other officer
at public hesrings, which shall be
hels during that month, on the
various requests. In preparation
of the budget for the first budget
year after adoption of the Mayor-
Council Plan A, such requests shall
be made and such hearings shall be
held in February of the first budget
Jear.

Section 418. Except as herealter
provided for submission of the- first
recommended-budget after adoption
of the Mayor-Council Plan A, at the
1ast stated meeting in Novembes,
the mayor shall submit to council
his recommended budget in the
form of an ordinance, together with
such explanatory corument or state-
ment as he may deem desirable.
After adoption of the Mayor-Coun-
cil Plan A, the first recommended
budget together with the explana-
tory comment or statement, shall
be submitted by the mayor in the
form of an ordinance to council not
later than the first day of March
and shall be adopted by council not
later than the first meeting in March
of the first budget year, or, if the
mayor elects to do so, he may recom-

P . e ——————— R
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side the city oaly with the sppreval
of cpuncil. He shall have, exemise
und discharge tbe functions, posers
and duties of the department. The
departinent, under the directionsnd
supervision of the mayor, shall:

(1) Assist in the preparstion of
the budget;

1931 (P.L. 932), known as *““The
Third Class City Code”, reenscted
and amended June 28, 1951 (P.L.
662). The budget shsll be in such
lorm a3 is required the council for
city budgets, and shall in addition
have appended therets s detailed
snalysis of the various ilems of ex-



penditure and revenue. Council
may reduce any item or items in the
msyor's budget by a vote of a
majority of the council, but an in.
crease in any itcm or items therein
shall become cffective only upov ao
albroistive vote of two-thirds of the
members ol council.

Counril shall, upon passing the
proposed budget ordioance on first
reading, fx & date for adoption
lheregﬁ which shall except as other-
wise provided be not later than the
318t day of December immediately
{ollowing.

Scection 419. The councl shall,
where practicable, provide for the
maintenance of & system of work
programs and quarterly allotments,
{orioperation of the budget. It shall
be the duty of the officer or depant-
mept administering any such pro-
gram to develop and report appro-
priate unit costs of budge ex-
penditures.

Section 420. Thke council shall
provide by ordinance for the exer
cise of a control function, in the
management of the finaoces of the
city, by the city controller. The
control function shall include pro-
vision for an encumbrance system
of budget operation, for expendi-
tures only upon written requisition,
for the pre-audit by the city con-
troller of all claims and demands
against the city prior to payment,
and for the coptrol of all payments
out of any public funds by indivi-
dual warrapts for each payment to
the official having custody tbereol.

Sectlon 421, The council ms
provide {or annual post audits of
accounts by an outside certified

ublic accountant to be appointed

y coundil.

ARTICLE VI.

GENERAL PROYVISIONS
COMMON TO
OPTIONAL PLANS

A. Officers and Employes
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officer or cmploye shall be inter-
ested, directly or indirectly, iu any
contract or job for work or materials
or the profits thereol, to be furnished
or performed for auy person oper-
ating any ioterurban railway, street
railway, bus line, gas works, water
works, electric light or power plant,
beating plant, telegraph line, tele-
phone exchange, or other publie
utility within the tetritorial limits
of auch city.

Section 602. No officer or em-
loye shall accept or receive, direct-
y or indirectly, from any person
operaling within the territorial
limits of s cily any interurban rail-
way, bus line, street railway, gan
worka, waterworks, electric light or
power plant, heating plant, tele-
graph line, telephone exchange or
other business using or operating
under & public franchise, any {rank,
free pass, free ticket or free service,
or accept or receive, directly or jo-
directly, from any person, any other
service upon terms more fsvorable
thano ia graoted to the public gen-
erally, except that such prohibition
of free transportation shall not apply
to policemen or firemen in uniform.
Nort shall any free service to the city
officials beretofore provided by any
franchise or ordinance be affccted by
this section.

Section 603. No candidate for
office, appointment or employment
and oo ofgcer, appointee or employe
in any city shall, directly or iodi-
rectly, give or promise any person
any ofbice, position, employment,
benefit or anything of value for the
purpose of influencing or obtainiog
the paolitical support, aid or vote of
any person, under the penalty of
being disqualified (o hold the office
or employtent to which be may be
or may bave been elected or ap-
pointed.

Section 604. Any person con-
victed of a crime or offense involving
moral turpitude shall be ineligible
to assume any city office, position
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rectly, in any contract or job
for work or materials or the profits
thereof, to be furnished or per-
formed for the city, and no such

shall violale aby of the provisions
of sections 601, 602 or 683 of this
act ahall bcézuilty of a misdemeanor
in office, and upon conviction there-



of in 8 court of compctent juriadic-
tion, shall forfeit hia office.

Scction 605. 1 any permon here-
aller elected or appointed to sny
ofice or position in & cily governed
uoder this act shall, alter lawiul
ootice or process, wilfully refuse or
fail to appear before any court, any
legislative committee, or tbe Gov-
crnor, or boving appcared shall re-
fuse to testify or to snswer any
question regardieg the property,
government or aflairs of tbe city,
or regarding his nomination, ‘elec-
tion, appoiotment or oflicial conduct
onthe ground that bis answer would
lead to incriminate him, or shall
refuse to waive immunity from pro-
secutico on eccount o{ sny such
watter in relation to which be may
be asked to testify, mny be removed
fromm otfice by the councll of the city
in ils discretion. Any person re-
moved [rom offce pursuant to this
section shall not therenfter be eligi-
ble (ur election or sppoiolment Lo
any office or employment io such
city.

B. Legislation By Council

Section 606, The counci shall,
by ordinance-or resclution, dexig-
nale the time of bolding regular
meelings which shall be at ﬁ:ut
monthly. The mayor or the presi.
deul of council, as tbe case may be,
way snd, upon Written request of
a» majonty of the members of the
council, sball csll a special meeling
of the council. JTo the call, he shall
designsate the purposc ol the special
weeting and no other business shall
be considered. All meetings of the
counci] shall be opeo to the public.
Tbe city clerk shall keep a journal
ol its proceedings and record the
winutes of every mecting.

Sectlon 607. (a) Council shall
determine its own rules of procedure,
pol incopsistent with onrinancc or
statute. A majority of the whole
pumber of members of the council
shall constitule a quorum, but oo
ordinance shall be sdopted by the
council without the aflirmative vote
of » majority of all the wembers of

the counal

(b) Eacb ordinspce or resolution
sball Le introduced jo written ot
type-writtco form, aod shall be read
sud considered a3 provided by gean-
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cral law, The volo upon ever
wotion, resolution or ordinsnce ablﬂ
be taken by roll call and the yeas
and nays sbhall be entered oo the
minutes, The minules o each
mectiog shall be signed by the officer
presiding st such meeling and by
tbe city clerk.

(¢} The compensation of the con-
troller, treasurer nud depariment

beads shall be Bxed by the council

The compensation of Lbe wayor
and councilmen elected to their
offices in tbe year prior to the transi-
tion year lo the mayor-<council plan
A pursuant to this act shall be as
{ollows:

1960 Popnlation
Cities ol 75, to 124,999
Bayor Council Pres. of Council
815000 92,100 32,400

The compensation of the mayor,
councilmen, controller and treasurer
clected to their offices subsequent to
the trapsition yesr to the mayor-
council plan A pursuaot to this act
ahsi! be-Bicd by ordinance of coun.
¢il Soally passcd or adopted at least
two days prior to the last day fixed
by law for capdidates to withdraw
their names from mominating peti-
tions previous to the day ol the
wunicipal electiop. Alter such com-
pensation is once fixed by ordinance
only an increase or decrense thereol

need be Hied by such ordinapce.

Section 608. (a) Except as ms
otherwise be provided in this act n.ﬂ
ordinsnces shall be adopted and
published in the manner required by
coeral law: Provided, bowever,

bat soy ordionnce may incorporate
by reference any standard technical
regulations or code, official or un-
otficial, which need pot be s0 pub-
lished whenever ten copies of aaid
regulations or code bave been placed
on fle in tbe ofbee of the city clerk
and io the office of the body or de-
partment charged with the ealorce-
went of ssid ordinapce for the ex-
aminztion of the public so long as
said ordinapce is in eflect

(b) No ordinance other than the
local budget ordinavce shall take
cflect leas than twenty days salter
its final passage by council and ap-
proval by tbe mayor where such
approval i1 required, uoless the
counci! shall adopt a rerolution de-
claring on emergency sand 2t least
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two-thirds of all the mucmbers of the
council vole ic fuvor of such resola-
tion,

Section 609, The city clerk shall
record sll ordinsoces and resolutions
adopted by council and at the close
of each yesr, with the advice and
ussistance of the city attorvey, shall
bind, compile or codiy all the or-
dinances and resolutions, or tree
copies thereof, of the city which then
remain in [orce aod effect. He shall
also properly inder the record books,
compilation or codification ol ordi
nances and resolutions.

Section 610, No rule or reguls-
tion made by any department, o
ficer, agency or authority of the city,
except such as relates to tbe or-
ganization or ioternal management
of the city government or a
thereof, shall take effect until it is
filed either with the city clerk or in
such other manner 23 may be pre-
vided by ordinance. ~The counal
shall provide for the prompt pub-
lication of such rules and regula-
tions.

C. Transition To Optional
Charter Plan

Section 620. (a) Whenever the
electors of & city adopt any of the
optional charter plans provided by
tbis act at soy election for that pur-
pose, such city shall be governed
under the provisions of such charter
R}an and this sct from the first

onday in January following the
next succeeding municipal election.

(b) Wherever the electors of a city
vote to discontinue such optional
plan at any election for that pur
pose, the city shall cease to be gov-
erped by the provisions of such
charter plap and this act oo the first

@c I‘l;'lﬂgégﬁ
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members of council, the treasurer
and the controller in office at the
time of the adoption of any charter
plan provided by this act shall con-
tioue in office until the expiration
ol their terms nnd aholl receive the
compensation provided by law &t
that time. Any such officer may,
by writing filed with the city tres-
surer, direct that any portion of his
compensation be returned to the
city tressury.
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(b) If no elected city treasurer or
city cootroller is in office at the
time of the adoption of an optional
charter plan under the provisions of
this act, a treasurcr or controller, as
the case may be, shail not be elected
to take office until alter the resigoa-
tion, death, removal or expiration
of the term of said tressurer or cou-
troller.

Section 622. (a) At the municipal
election next succeeding the sdop-
tion of one of the optional charter
plans provided for in this act, the
number of councilmen prescribed by
the terms of the charter Jess the
number of councilmen then in office
whose terms do not expire on the
first Monday of Japuary pext fol-
Jowing, shall be elected. Por the
purpase of this section, sn existing
mayor shall be considered as » me-
ber of council, and after the pew
charter plan goes into effect, his
duties aball be only those of & wem-
ber of council as prescribed by thbe
new charter plan and s new mayor
shall be elected at this election or
appointed as provided by the plan
sdopted.

(b) At such election, if two, three
or lour councilmen sre elected, they
shall each serve for terms of four
years, I five are elected, the [our
candidates receiving the highest
pumber of votes shall serve for terms
of four years, and the candidate re-
ceiving the next highest number of
votes shall serve for a term of two
years. If six or seven are elected,
the five candidates receiving the
highest number of votes shall serve
for terms of four ycars, and the one
or two candidates, as the case may
be, receiving the next highest num-
ber of votes sball serve for s term
of two years. Thereafter, all coun-
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occurring by rezson of resignation,
death or removal sball exist ninety
days or more before such election,
they ashall be filled for the remainder
of the term of the person originally
elected to that office.

Section 623, Upon the efective
date of an optional charter sdopted
pursuant to this act, all ordinances
and resolutions of the city to the
extent that they are not inconsistent
with the provisions of this act shall



temain in full force and effect until
wodified or repealed as provided by
law,

Section 624, (3) On the efective
date of an oplional plan adopted
pursuant to this sct, all appointive
offices then cxisting in such city
shall be abolished and the terms of
all appointed officers aball immedi-
stely cease and determine:
vided, That pothing in this section
shall be construed to abolish the of-
fice or terminate the terms of office
ol any alderman or constable or of
sny official or employe now pro-
tected by any tevure of office or civil
service law, or of any policeman or
fireman, whether or not protected
by a tevure of office law,

(b) Provision for officers sud for

3-1-70.06____346

the organization snd administration
of the city goveroment under the
optionsl plan may be made by reso-
lution pending tge adoption of or-
dioances, but any such resolution
shall expire not later than sixty days
after the efective date of tbe op-
tional plan .

Section 625. All actions and pro-
ceedings of a legislative, executive or
judicial character, which aro pend-
ing upon the cflective date of an
optional plan adopted pursuaut td
this act, may continue and the ap-
propriate officer or employs under
such optional plan shall be sub-
stituted for the officer or ewmploye
theretofore exercising or dischargin
the function, power or duty involv
ia such action or proceeding.

| hereby certify this to be a true and correct
copy of the Optional Charter approved by the

voters of the City

of Harrisburg on the 4th day

of November, 1969§7to be effective on the lst
0.

day of January, 1

Dated:

Wy /%%

ﬂ City Clerks
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Filed in the Department of State or the 18th day of

December, A. D, 1969,

| K'Zm Y Mé&.‘ %

Secretary of the Commonwealth
fmk
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